
A New Indicator.

' I "HE remarkable increase in the number of Free Public
*• Libraries which the last twenty years has witnessed has

undoubtedly had the effect of improving the methods of working
public libraries, and the modern librarian, like a wise man,
has availed himself of the numerous labour-saving devices which
ingenuity has placed at his disposal. Of the many changes
perhaps no one is more remarkable than the substitution of the
Indicator for the old system of recording the issue of books.

The original Indicator, like the original locomotive, was
rather a cumbrous affair, and long ago gave way to an improved
Indicator, which in turn was superseded by another, and no
doubt this operation will be repeated again and again until some-
one devises a workable system of issuing which will supersede
Indicators altogether. In these circumstances, the advent of a
new Indicator is a matter of importance to many of the readers
of the LIBRARY, and a description of that recently patented by
Mr. Cedric Chivers, of the Library Bureau, Bloomsbury Street,
will be of interest.

Mr. Chivers thus describes his invention :
" The Recorder consists of a handsome polished mahogany,

oak, or walnut frame, on which is displayed in plain gilt figures
the number of every book in the lending library, arranged
according to classes—or in one numerical sequence.

" Each number has under it a longitudinal slot in which is
placed a card. This bears the book number and class and repre-
sents the volume whose number it has.

"When this card is in the slot it has the effect of underlining
unmistakably the number of the book represented, and thus
shows it IN to the readers.
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"When a book is issued, say B 4862, the assistant withdraws
the card from the Recorder and places it in the reader's ticket,
which is formed like a pocket, fetches the book, stamps it with
the date of issue, and so completes the transaction at the moment
of service.

" Afterwards, when there is time, or when the day's work is
being cleared up, the reader's pocket-tickets containing the book
cards are assembled and arranged according to classes in numer-
ical order. They are then posted by book and reader numbers
only, on to a Daily Issue Sheet or Register, and the date of issue
is stamped on each book card, if this has not already been done
at the moment of service.

" The conjoined book and reader cards are then placed in a
tray bearing the date of issue, in the order of classes and book
numbers, or in one series of book numbers as may be needful.

" The work of finding any given book number is simplified
very considerably by arranging the alternate thousands of book
numbers in the readers' pocket-tickets to the left and right, but
of course in one row behind one another. Whatever arrange-
ment of book numbers be adopted in the dated trays the result
is the same when the book is returned. The date label directs
to the tray and the book card, and the assistant simply looks out
the book card and accompanying pocket-ticket, then removes
them and restores the card to its correct place in the Recorder
and the ticket to the borrower.

" The discovery of the book card and ticket is nearly instan-
taneous.

" A complete record is kept on the label of each book, in the
Daily Issue Record, and for at least 20 issues on the Recorder
card. A glance at the Recorder tells at once if any given book
is out or in, and a very brief search among the issue trays or
in the issue Register will enable its whereabouts to be easily
discovered."

Mr. Chivers justly claims for his Indicator that it excels all
others in the following important respects:—It does more work,
is simpler and more quickly worked, occupies less space, costs
less and is a more handsome piece of furniture.

Taking the question of space first, the new Indicator occupies
but eleven-and-a-half inches of counter space per thousand
numbers, while the smallest of its rivals takes up nearly fifteen
inches. This difference is most important in the case of an
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Indicator for ten or twelve thousand, volumes, and is not gained
at a sacrifice of efficiency.

By the use of the Chivers Indicator the utmost speed is
gained at the moment of service, and it is not absolutely necessary
to keep a register of issues. This is a most valuable feature,
especially in a large library, as any time saved when the books
are being issued is important, enabling the staff to get rid of
crowds of borrowers, and to divide the work more equally.

Another important point is that there can hardly be any
misplacing with the Chivers Indicator. There certainly cannot
be any misplacement of the numbers, as they are fixed and only
a grossly careless assistant could misplace the tickets.

Anything which will abolish or even minimise the lost ticket
nuisance will be a godsend to librarians. Two tickets are
accidentally transposed, and when Jones returns his book, he
is offered Brown's ticket, which he naturally refuses, and he
is finally disposed of by the worried assistant giving him a
temporary ticket. While this temporary ticket is in use the
holder of it is uneasy and visions of fines and penalities haunt
him until he gets his own ticket back.

The combination of the charging system with the Indicator
renders the detection of overdues a very simple business, as the
trays are arranged chronologically, and the overdues declare
themselves very prominently.

Mr. Chivers also tackles the difficult subject of duplicates,
and with entire success.

He would give all copies of the same book the same number
—a great convenience—and by a simple device he secures a
complete and separate record of the issues of the several copies.

In appearance the new Indicator is extremely handsome, and
in this respect easily distances all its rivals. It is made up of
separate sections of 250 numbers, so that the utmost facility is
afforded for dividing and sub-dividing groups of numbers accord-
ing to the changing necessities of the library or the wishes of the
librarian. This feature of the Indicator is a most attractive one,
as it has always been an objection to the larger Indicators that
when added to, it must be in sections of at least three or four
thousand, that is, beyond one's necessities, and perhaps beyond
one's purse.

A capital idea is the provision of a blank finding list or
numerical guide in which the book title can be written and a key
to the Indicator be thus provided.
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And last, but very far from the least of its many advantages,
the Chivers Indicator costs less than any other Indicator and
charging system combined. Whether Mr. Chivers' invention
satisfies every requirement or not, we do not care to say, but
certainly the custodians' of new libraries would be unwise to
complete their plans without seeing the latest and prettiest thing
in Indicators.

A PUBLIC LIBRARIAN.
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